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What’s today for?
● Framing - Exploring the Air District
● Part 1 - The Data

○ What do you want to do with the Public Data Center?
○ “Making” the data
○ Representing the world

● Part 2 - The Context
○ Why the Air District
○ Representing people

● Part 3 - The Work
○ Working at the Air District





Part 1 - The Data



https://www.baaqmd.gov/public-data-center 

https://www.baaqmd.gov/public-data-center


What data do you want to explore?
At each table, discuss what data in the Public Data Center is interesting to you.

Then pick one kind or area of data to explore.

How did you settle on this? 

What questions would you want to ask with the data?

(Handout)



https://www.baaqmd.gov/public-data-center 

https://www.baaqmd.gov/public-data-center






https://www.baaqmd.gov/public-data-center 
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● Overall air quality measurements
○ Time series of air quality indices and “criteria pollutants”
○ At particular, specifically selected locations

● Information about refinery flares
○ Time series for particular pollutants at individual refineries
○ Time series of estimated emissions/pounds per day
○ Causal Analysis Reports for incidents

● Complaint data
● And more

What’s in the data?



● What’s “the phenomenon” in the world?
● What work goes into making the data?
● Why is it getting made?
● Who gets to define it?
● Who participates? How?
● Why ask these particular questions? Who 

cares?

Making data, not just collecting …

Making data at the Air District



Data takes work. It does work.

Data is made. By people. To do work in the world. In 
contexts that shape what they do.

Data travels with hidden effects of how it was made - 
the work that went into making it - the choices that 
were made about how to have it represent the world.



Making data begins with an act of seeing and recording -- 
seeing and recording something that was previously, hidden, 
nameless, even unseen.

Arbitrary observations are not data. A dataset is not just an 
arbitrary jumble.

Data, as data, must have meaning as standing for a 
phenomenon in the world.

Data represents the world



When people make data, they make choices about
● What phenomena to know about
● What data to try to capture it with
● What aspects to feature
● By what means, with what instruments
● How to present the data to make it actionable

Representation is selective

Selection is often better thought of as perspective than as bias.



Part 2 - The Context



check out https://www.baaqmd.gov/about-the-air-district/history-of-air-district 

https://www.baaqmd.gov/about-the-air-district/history-of-air-district


Representation, legitimacy, and authority go together



= The way in which one thing is made to “stand for” something else.

Who is represented in data? Whose experience is represented?

Representation is two-sided. It deals with both knowledge and power 
(authority, legitimacy, “what counts”).

Data is all about representation. It creates representations of social and 
natural phenomena, and representations of people. 

Representations do work in the world. They take on lives of their own.

Representation



How do we know what to count? What “counts”?

For the Air District:
● What count as pollutants to measure?
● What’s not included? What “doesn’t count”?
● What counts as a site to be monitored?
● What counts as a flare?



What’s not in the data?



Part 3 - The Work



Working at the Air District
Go back to the Air District website:

1. Who’s in charge at the Air District?
2. What kinds of educational backgrounds are needed at the Air District?



Wrap-up



What were your key takeaways today?



What was today for?
● Framing - Exploring the Air District
● Part 1 - The Data

○ What do you want to do with the Public Data Center?
○ “Making” the data
○ Representing the world

● Part 2 - The Context
○ Why the Air District
○ Representing people

● Part 3 - The Work
○ Working at the Air District



Thank you!
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